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role i contra
arms shipment

‘ By Adam Pertman
. Globe Staff

. WASHINGTON - The head of
the CIA’'s Central American task
force toid congressional investiga-
tors that he had stretched his le-
gal authority to assist the rebels
in Nicaragua, and that Lt. Col. Oli-
ver North had manipulated and
deceived him to achieve the same
end.

Alan Fiers, whose closed-door
testimony before the congression-
al Iran-contra committees was re-
leased yesterday after being edited
for sensitive references, also said
that during appearances late last
year he had misled Congress
about his knowledge of operations
in support of the Nicaraguan reb-
els. He said he and other officials
had done so not by lying, but
through omission and by telling
technical truths that evaded the
substance of questions.

During one session, Fiers ac-
knowledged that he sat by silently
as two superiors, CIA Deputy Di-
rector Clair George and Assistant
Secretary of State Elliott Abrams,
gave evasive replies that Fiers
called “cute.”

Fiers expressed regret for hav-
Ing been deceptive but said he had
been trying to protect and serve
his government while staying
within the law. He said the White
House could have avoided putting
him and others in a ""bind"’ by be-
ing forthcoming with what 1t
knew, and he added that he was
“bitter about ... the administra-
tion for hanging us out.”

“Conspiracy of silence”

His comments led Sen. William
Cohen (R-Maine) to argue that
there had been "‘a conspiracy of si-
lence, of CIA officials who came
before the committees and each
had this silent vow not to be the
first one to step forward.” Begin-
ning last October, the of
a plane carrying Eugene Hasenfus
led congressional committees to
quiz administration and CIA offi-
cials about US involvement in the
secret contra-resupply network.
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The transcript of Flers' interro-
gation contains portions that are
blacked out for security reasons;
his name ts among the items de-
leted, but sources confirmed that
it was his testimony. Other CIA of-
fictals, including George, also were
interviewed privately this month;

“edited transcripts of their com-

i

ments are scheduled for release as
early as today,

Flers assumed his job on Oct.
9. 1984, two days before the sign-
ing of the Boland Amendment cut-
ting off most American assistance
to the rebels. He said he was
acutely aware of the highly
charged political atmosphere he
was entering - he repesatedly
called it a “nutcracker’” - and
said he always tried to remain
within legal bounds.

Early the next year, however,
he said, he went too far by provid-
Ing assistance so that military
equipment could be shipped to the
contras on planes that also con-
tained humanitarian aid.

“A little too rambunctious"

“By my own admission, If I got
someplace that is controversial, it
was in February and March,
where | let the reins out, I got a

: little too rambunctious, like a coit

that got out of the barn to play,"
Fiers said. Quickly thereafter, he
asserted, he realized his error and
“pulled myself back in."”

Asked whether he had pro-

vided intelligence material to

* North for the contras, as the Ma-

rine officer testified, Fiers said he
might have on Infrequent occs-
sions but tried to stay within the
law. He said that, since North was
the Bey operative for the contras

on the National Security Council,
the two men worked c and
North was entitled to some impor-
tant informatfon. "
However, Fiers said, North ap-
parently manipulated situations
to get data for the rebels without
revealing what it was for,
ly when Fiers first
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and sometimes exaggerated to get
what he wanted. :

“If I had delivered a map to Olj-
ver North,” Fiera said, ... it
would have been because Oliver
North said I need this to brief the
president, and that is the way he
dealt, bombastically, and you
would push and push and push,
and the decision I had to make
each time ... was whether or not
it was for his NSC job or some-
thing eise.”

Questioned North's words

Later, asked by Sen. Sam
Nunn (D-Ga.) whether he believed
North's testimony to Congress,
Fiers: in part: I nevéy
knew Colonel North to be an abso-
lutear, but I never took an
he said at face value because |
knew that he was bombastic and
embellished the and threw
curves, speed balls and spit balls
to get what he wanted."”

Fiers said his suspicions grew
throughout 1986 but he did not
confront North except to ask him '
several times whether he was cer-
tain his activities were legal. He .
said North assured him they were. .

Even after North began “flash-
ing out neon signa” about his ef-
forts to help in the construction of
a secret air fleld in Costa Rich,
Fiers said he chose to look the oth-
er way. “l once again, rightly or
wrongly ... took the position: |
don’t want to know that, I dom't
want to get involved with it,” he
said. '

Fiers said that, in November
1986, he became so concerned
abcut North that he talked to his
supervisor, who took up the mat-
ter with George. Fiers said
discuseed the issue with Casey..
who convened a meeting with the
four men.
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At the meeting, Fiers said, Ca-
sey asked North: “Ollie, are yau
operating in Central America?"
North reportedly replied that he
was not. North testifled that Ca-
sey knew about virtually all of his
work on behalf of the contras.

Flers sald he told his subord-
nates working in Central America
to stay within the law, sometimes
by remaining ignorant of events
So they could not be accused of
participating in them. Some of the
2gen;¥1'sl offictals in the region

evertheless rted]
North in his er;;'g:t.s. y did assist
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